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‘Need  fa  Stability" 


by  Chris  Kenneally, 

Larry  Kasanoff,  and 
Paul  Phillips 

In  accordance  with  school  depart¬ 
ment  regulations, Or. Wilfred  0 'Leary, 
Boston  Latin's  headmaster  for  eleven 
years,  retired  on  July  31,  1976.  Re¬ 
placing  him  on  an  interim  basis  as 
"Acting  Headmaster"  is  David  Miller. 
Mr.  Miller  has  been  a  Classics  teach¬ 
er  at  Latin  School  for  thirty-five 
years  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
bar.  In  an  interview  with  the  ARGO, 
Mr.  Miller  discussed  hie  appointment, 
his  hopes  for  the  school's  contin¬ 
uing  academic  superiority,  and  his 
plans  for  the  future. 

Although  Mr.  Miller  is  a  skilled 
administrator  and  was  appointed  pri¬ 
marily  because  of  his  vast  experience 
he  made  it  clear  that  he  is  not  in¬ 
terested  in  the  permanent  position. 

"Very  simply,  I'vegot  about  three 
and  one  half  years  left  before  I  re¬ 
tire,"  he  explained,  "and  I  don't 
think  it  would  be  fair  to  the  school 
if  I  were  to  get  the  job  permanently. 
Latin  School  needs  stability  and  I 
feel  someone  should  be  here  who  can 
have  a  long  term." 

Uiho  then  will  be  chosen?  Last  Dec¬ 
ember,  it  was  rumored  that  Dr.  UJilliam 
Reid,  the  ousted  South  Boston  High 
headmaster,  would  receive  the  head- 
mastership.  So  far,  though,  no  action 
has  been  taken.  Mr.  Miller  offered 
this  explanation  for  the  delay: 

"Dr.  Reid  is  a  headmaster  and  there¬ 
fore  must  be  appointed  to  another  sim¬ 
ilar  position.  So  after  his  dismissal 
from  South  Boston  High  by  Judge . Gar- 
rity,  the  Superintendent,  realizing 
there  would  be  an  opening  here,  rec¬ 
ommended  him.  Then  it  was  tabled.  Why 
was  it  tabled7  I  don't  know,  except 
this:  there's  a  legal  question  in¬ 
volved.  Bafore,  principals  would  re¬ 
quest  transfers  where  they  knew  there 
would  be  a  vacancy  and  would  get  those 
positions  on  thB  basis  of  tenure.  But 
then  the  School  Committee  passed  a 
resolution  requiring  every  job  to  go 
through  a  screening.  The  principals 
appealed  and  an  arbitrator  ruled  in 
their  favor.  The  School  Committee  is 
now  appealing  that  decision. Dr.  Reid 
doesn't  know,  therefore,  whether  he 
can  simply  ask  for  the  job  or  whether 
hB  must  be  screened." 

The  Acting  Headmaster,  in  giving 
his  opinions  on  the  qualifications 
f or  the  next  headmaster ,  stressed  the 


(ARGO  photo  by  David  LaVie) 


need  for  a  strong  leader. 

"I'd  like  someone  with  a  familiar¬ 
ity  of  the  Latin  School;  someone  who 
can  defend  the  school .  "  He  added,  "Now 
you  don  ' t  necessarily  have  to  be  from 
the  school  to  defend  it,  but  we  do 
have  quite  a  few  teachers  here  who 
could  do  the  job  very  well." 

The  expansion  of  the  school's  cur¬ 
riculum  to  provide  a  "wide-ranging 
background"  for  the  students  will 
continue  under  Mr.  Miller's  direc¬ 
tion.  In  accordance  with  his  wishes 
every  Class  VI  student  must  now  take 
one  period  of  Art  a  week.  The  Modern 
Languages  program  will  be  expanded 
for  students  interested  in  majoring 
in  that  field.  Also  being  discussed 
are  courses  in  economics  and  law. 
This,  however,  would  not  be  the  first 
time  such  classes  will  have  been 
introduced. 

Mr.  Miller  explains,  "Long  ago  we 
tried  such  an  idea.  I  myself  taught 
the  Introductory  Law  course.  But. 
because  it  was  offered  to  Seniors, 
there  wasn't  much  chance  to  really 
get  into  the  course;  it  would  have 
to  be  a  mandatory  year-long  coursej 
to  really  get  something  out  of  it. 
And  in  the  school  we  want  to  see  to 
it  that  students  get  involved  in  their 
work.  But  it  should  be  remembered 
that  we  offer  as  liberal  a  curricu¬ 
lum  as  possible.  In  fact,  no  one  in 
the  country  offers  more  Advanced 
Placement  courses  than  we  do." 

Improving  Flexible  Campus  is  also 
important  to  Mr.  Miller,  who  "would 
like  to  see  Mr.  McCabe  (the  Flexible 
Campus  coordinator)  increase  our  in¬ 
volvement  with  businesses  in  order  to 
(MILLER  to  page  2) 


by  O'Nothimagen 

Qna  of  David  Miller' a  first  acts 
upon  becoming  Acting  Headmaster  was 
to  open  BLS '  a  doors  to  thB  media.  Prm- 
viously ,  under  Dr .  O'Leary's  sdmirii- 
stration,  reporters  and  cameras  were 
prohibited  from  filming  in  and  around 
the  school.  When  the  ban  on  the  media 
was  lifted,  however,  BLS  became  the 
"center  of  attention”  as  two  local 
television  outlets  filed  reports  on 
the  nation's  oldest  public  school. 

First  on  the  scene  was  WGBH  Channel 
2.  Reporter  Karen  Geiger  came  to  our 
school,  according  to  Assistant  Hsad- 
msstsr  Michael  Contompasis,  "to  try 
and  find  out  why  Boston  Latin  had  ons 
of  the  beet  attendance  records  in  the 
city.”  The  story  ended  up,  though, 
investigating  the  effects  (if  there 
were  any)  of  court-ordered  desegre¬ 
gation.  Films  were  shown  comparing 
the  racial  make-ups  of  a  Senior  Eng¬ 
lish  class  and  a  Class  V/I  Latin  Claes. 
Mr.  Contompasis  was  quoted  as  saying 
that  "magnet  schools  like  Latin  will 
rejuvenate  Boston  schools",  end  that, 
in  his  opinion,  court-imposed  racial 
quotas  "would  not  signal  the  demiBB 
of  Boston  Latin's  academic  excel¬ 
lence.  "  Acting  Headmaster  Miller  had 
(MEDIA  to  page  2) _ 

BLS'  Swiss 
Connection 

by  Barbara  Burnim 

This  year  ,  through  the  work  of  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin 's  AFS  (American  Field  Ser¬ 
vice)  Club,  we  have  as  our  guest  at 
the  school  a  seventeen-year-old  stu¬ 
dent  from  Switzerland. 

Matthias  Miescher  comes  from  Solo- 
thum,  a  German-speaking  area  in  the 
north  of  Switzerland;  he  is  living 
with  the  family  of  Richard  Padden,  a 
BLS  Junior,  until  June.  Though  he's 
been  in  America  for  just  five  weeks 
and  has  "seen  only  Boston",  Matthias 
has  found  people  to  be  "very  helpful 
and  nice".  Concerning  Boston,  Matt 
says  that  it  is  "attractive  in  a  way 
that  doesn't  exist  in  many  of  the 
European  cities  I've  visited." 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  many  of 
us  here  at  Latin  School  might  think 
we  have  a  great  deal  to  do,  we  should 
be  somewhat  thankful  we're  not  in 
Switzerland.  Comparing  his  Swiss 
school  to  Latin  School,  Matt  says, 
"They're  about  the  same.  We  have  a 
longer  school  day:  9-12,  a  lunch 
break,  then  2  —  5.  Although  we  don't 
have  as  much  homework,  we  do  have  ten 
(EXCHANGE  STUDENT  to  page  2) 
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perhaps  the  beat  answer  of  all  whan 
ha  at  at  ad  that  "some  people  call  (us) 
an  elite  school.  That' a  bo  Far  From 
the  truth.  Ida 're  an  opportunity 
school." 

UIBZ  Channel  U  approached  BLS  In  a 
difFarant  manner,  asking  for  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Mr.  Miller  and  a  student 
familiar  with  the  school's  special 
reading  and  tutorial  programs  on  an 
Impact  program  entitled  "Making  the 
Grade  (7)"  Gattlng  the  nod  for  .ebff 
role  of  student  spokesman  was  ARGO 
Editor  Paul  Phillips,  who  had  to  field 
a  number  of  questions,  tha  hardest 
being  whan  the  show's  host,  Maurice 
Lewla,  asked  him  "what  he  thought  BLS' 
shortcomings  were"  .  Iilhlla  he  was  able 
to  respond  to  such  an  obviously  loaded 
query,  Phillips  later  remarked  that 
he  "couldn't  conceive  what  it  had  to 
do  with  reading  and  writing. "  He  also 
said  that  he  felt  the  show  "did  not 
rfeach  its  objective  which  was  to  in¬ 
vestigate  how  well  schools  are  teach¬ 
ing  reading  and  writing." 

In  addition  to  Channels  2  and  U 
filming  here,  WNAC  Channel  7  also  re¬ 
ceived  permission  to  film  students 
entering  tha  school .  They  used  a  short 
segment  of  that  film  in  their  program 
"Both  Sides  Now" ,  which  aired  on  Sep¬ 
tember  28. 

This  writer  would  also  like  to  re¬ 
mind  Steve  Nsvaa  that  girls  have  been 
at  tha  school  for  four  years  (not 
one)  and  Karen  Geiger  that  BLS  was 
founded  in  1635  (aha  obviously  mis¬ 
took  our  founding  with  that  of  our 
bigger  brother.  Harvard). 


MILLER  .  r 
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make  it  more  worthwhile . " 

One  thing  everyone  at  Latin  School 
has  been  worried  about  recently  is 
admission  standards,  and  Mr.  Miller 
is  certainly  no  exception. 

"Last  year  we  had  to  take  in  kids 
from  a  paMwdnt  to  achieve  our  35% 
quota.  This  year, however, many  groups 
let  it  be  known  they  were  worried 
about  the  school's  continuing  suc¬ 
cess.  So  Finally,  the  Judge  agreed 
to  a  new  procedure ,  which,  by  the  way, 
is  similar  to  one  we  had  proposed 
earlier.  And  it'sa  plan  that  improves 
each  year.  No  one  was  admitted  with  a 
score  below  the  median  on  the  SSAT. 
All  blacks  had  to  be  accepted  who  met 
this  requirement,  which  came  to  about 
23%,  and  this  group's  scores  are 
greatly  improved  over  last  year's. 


And  now  that  advanced  work  programs 
have  been  initiated,  we'll  soon  be 
taking  everyone  right  From  the  list 
according  to  their  gradB."  Mr.  Miller 
emphasized  that  such  a  plan  will  meet 
Latin  School's  standards  as  well  as 
the  Judge's. 

Mr.  Miller  also  sees  his  "Acting 
Headmaster"  position  as  an  asset  to 
the  school. 

"This  thing  came  up  unexpectedly , " 
he  said,  " And  I  accepted  because  I'd 
do  anything  For  this  school.  But  what 
I  think  improves  my  status  is  my  re- 
Fusal  to  take  anything  but  'Acting 
Headmaster'.  IF  anything  comes  up,  I 
can  make  a  decision  and  not  be  con¬ 
cerned  whether  it  would  aFfect  my 
chance  oF  getting  the  job.  This  gives 
me  the  Freedom  to  da  what  I  think  is 
right. " 


Exchange 

Student  ( . . .from  page  1) 

major  sub jects :  Latin ,  French,  Chem¬ 
istry,  English,  Math,  Biology,  Phys¬ 
ics,  History  and  Geography ,  Gym,  and 
Music . " 

Besides  learning  in  a  BLS  class¬ 
room,  Matt  intends  to  swim  For  the 
school  team.  Commenting  on  the  fact 
that  he  was  the  eighth  best  swimmer 
in  Switzerland,  Matt  says,  "That's 
nothing  because  Switzerland  and  Mass¬ 
achusetts  correspond  in  size,  so  it's 
like  saying  I 'm  the  eighth  best  swim¬ 
mer  in  Massachusetts." 

As  it  does  for  many  other  students 
throughout  the  world ,  the  AFS  made  it 
possible  For  Matt  to  come  to  Boston 
through  its  International  Scholar¬ 
ship.  Other  AFS  programs  include 
trips  during  the  Summer,  as  well  aa 
the  school  year,  which  are  struc¬ 
tured  so  that  students  can  find  out 
what  life  in  other  countries  is  all 
about. 

BLS'  chapter  of  the  -AFS  is  looking 
to  expand  its  membership ,  and  anyone 
interested  in  joining  this  worthwhile 
program  should  attend .  Meeting  times 
and  dates  will  be  announced  in  the 
bulletin. 
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Summer  Program  a  Success 


UPDATE: 


register 


by  Paul  Phillips 

For  four  weeks  this  Summer— from 
July  12  to  August  5— eighty-seven  in¬ 
coming  Class  \l I  students  participated 
in  the  second  annual  Boston  Latin  Sum¬ 
mer  Enrichment  Program.  The  purpose 
of  the  program,  according  to  its  di¬ 
rector,  Mr.  Aaron  Gordon,  was  "to  in¬ 
troduce  these  incoming  students  to 
the  school,  its  traditions  and  goals, 
and  to  prepare  them  gradually  for  the 
increased  work  load  they  would  soon 
carry. 11 

The  program,  sponsored  mutually  by 
Wellesley  College  and  Latin  School, 
consisted  of  two  subjects,  Math  and 
English,  which  were  divided  into  two 
levels,  Enrichment  and  Remedial  ac¬ 
cording  to  student  need.  This  year's 
Summer  students  were  more  knowledg- 
able  of  thB  basic  skills  in  these 
subjects  than  the  1975  Summer  stu¬ 
dents,  a  fact  which  was  particularly 
heartening. 

The  program  had  some  trouble  get¬ 


ting  off  the  ground,  because  Judge 
Garrity  did  not  release  the  names  of 
the  incoming  students  until  mid-June 
(the  examination  was  in  March).  As  a 
result,  the  letters  of f Bring  the  pro¬ 
gram  were  mailed  late.  Mr.  Gordon  re¬ 
marked,  "Twenty  of  the  109  parents 
who  said  No  to  us  stated  that,  had 
they  received  news  of  the  Program 
earlier,  they  would  not  have  made 
other  plans  and  would  certainly  have 
had  their  children  participate." 

Once  under  way,  the  program  ran 
smoothly,  with  students  having  two 
classes  each  seventy  minutes  long, 
per  day.  In  addition,  the  students 
visited  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  and 
had  a  day  of  recreation  during  the 
last  week  of  the  program. 

Much  of  the  credit  for  the  Summer 
Program's  success  goes  to  the  six 
teachers,  three  in  Math  and  three  in 
English.  They  were:  Math — Mr.  Durant, 
Mr. Downing  and  Miss  Walker ; English — 
Ms.  Johnston,  Ms.  Tompkins  and  Mr. 
Winchester. 


UNDERCLASSPEOPLE 


by  Cathy  Olsen  and 
Lillian  Florentine 

Tha  school  year  has  started  ones 
again,  and  ua'rs  giving  the  under¬ 
classman  a  chance  to  apeak  out  on 
Buch  issues  as  school  activities, 
teachers,  and  the  upperclassmen. 

Most  of  the  underclassmen  to  whom 
ws  spoke  expressed  a  desire  for  more 
school  activities, especially  sports. 
Classes  I1/-V/I  feel  not  only  left  out 
but  restricted  because  of  their  age 
and  inexperience.  Many  stated  that 
when  trying  out  for  a  sport  (espec¬ 
ially  in  Classes  V  and  VI),  they  found 
that  thB  upperclassmen  were  chosen 
first  because  of  previous  experience 
in  the  sport  and  in  the  school.  The 
reason  there  aren't  any  teams  Just 
for  these  classes  is  tha  shortage  of 


both  money  and  coaching  time. 

Underclassmen  characterized  treat¬ 
ment  of  them  by  the- teachers  as 
"stricter".  Many  felt  that  the  teach¬ 
ers  know  the  upperclassmen  better  and 
therefore  respect  them  more. 

Members  of  Class  VI  seemed  most  apt 
to  criticize  upperclassmen.  They  feel 
pushed  around  and  "little"  and  stated 
that  the  traditional  "hiss"  ia  not 
appreciated. 

Another  topic  which  was  often  dis¬ 
cussed  is  the  Senior  Lounge.  Most 
underclassmen  feel  it  is  a  privilege 
to  look  forward  to,  while  others  want 
this  privilege  now. 

By  the  way,  while  many  underclaaa- 
men  were  willing  to  express  strong 
opinions  about  the  school,  none  want¬ 
ed  to  be  quoted. 


by  Larry  Kasanoff 

Last  February,  the  ARGO  published 
an  article  concerning  Latin  School's 
"literary  publication"  ,tha  REGISTER  . 
Ue  reported  that  they  received  annu¬ 
ally  £20D0  for  expenses  and  we  Ques¬ 
tioned  the  priorities  of  the  school 
and  the  Alumni  Association  in  grant¬ 
ing  the  money. 

As  of  this  year,  the  REGISTER  will 
no  longer  receive  this  endowment. 

Originally,  the  money  for  the  REG¬ 
ISTER  came  from  the  Loyalty  Fund.  When 
the  Fund  was  dissolved  four  years  ago, 
Dr.  O'Leary  made  use  of  his  contacts 
in  the  Alumni  Association  and  ob¬ 
tained  funds  there.  With  O'Leary's 
departure,  though,  money  is  no  longer 
available  from  that  source.  Asked 
whether  the  Alumni  Association  would 
again  be  asked  to  contribute,  Mr. 
Roche ,  the  REGISTER ' s  faculty  advis¬ 
or,  said,  "We're  not  even  sure  how  to 
approach  them  (the  Association)." 
Assistant  Headmaster  Michael  Contom- 
pasis  has  said,  however,  that  he  will 
approach  the  Association  on  the  REG¬ 
ISTER'S  behalf. 

As  of  now,  though,  the  REGISTER  has 
no  money  and  does  not  expect  to  get 
any  in  the  near  fuhurs.  In  spite  of 
this,  the  staff  is  writing  and  col¬ 
lecting  stories  and  is  planning  an 
issue.  Mr.  Roche  asserts,  "We'll  put 
an  issue  out  even  if  we  have  to  mim- 
eo-graph  it." 
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CHEERLEADING 


(ARGO  photo  by  Kathy  Gorman) 
by  Karen  Hamuey 

Cheerleading  ia  an  important  con¬ 
tribution  to  a  successful  football 
team,  because  the  cheerleader  must 
not  only  feel  personal  school  spirit; 
she  must  radiate  that  spirit  to  get 
others  to  feel  it  as  well. 

It  takes  a  lot  of  time  and  work, 
therefore,  to  be  a  cheerleader.  Every 
Spring ,  all  girls  who  want  to  try  out 
for  the  squad  meet  in  the  gym  with 
advisor  Ms.  McMahan  and  that  year's 
squad.  For  three  weeks,  the  girls 
perfect  three  cheers,  including  a 
forward  roll,  a  split,  and  a  cart¬ 
wheel. 

After  the  girls  have  the  three 
cheers  down  pat,  the  tryouts  are  held. 
Each  girl  does  her  three  cheers  in 
front  of  Ms.  McMahon,  Football  Coach 
Costello,  and  the  year's  football 
captains.  The  girls  are  scored  on 
their  vocal  projection,  the  height 
of  their  jumps  and  their  overall  pre¬ 
sentation. 

As  soon  as  the  new  squad  is  chosen, 
the  practice  begins.  The  cheerlead¬ 
ers  will  work  for  the  remainder  of 
that  school  year,  learning  about  5D 
cheers. 

But  it  doesn't  end  there.  They  prac¬ 
tice  for  three  or  four  days  a  week 
during  the  Summer  in  preparation  for 
the  coming  year.  When  school  starts 
in  September ,  the  cheerleading  squad 
is  ready  to  spread  school  spirit. 

One  of  this  year 's  cheerleaders  com¬ 
ments  to  prospective  cheerleaders, 
"  If  you  really  put  your  heart  into  it , 
keep  at  it;  but  if  you  could  care 
less,  forget  it.  Just  because  you  can 
do  the  movements  doesn't  mean  you're 
a  cheerleader.  You  must  be  devoted." 

The  1976  cheerleaders  are:Seniors — 
Anne  Dever  and  Margie  Sagan  (co-cap¬ 
tains);  Juniors — Mary  Deery,  Patti 
Gerbutavich , Margaret  Mitchell .Ellen 
Moy,  Audrey  Nelligan,  Narda  Robinson, 
and  Donna  Walsh;  Sophomores— Julie 
Foley,  Paula  Handy,  Monique  Harris, 
Lisa  Iannone,  and  Mary  Kerrigan. 


October,  1976 


FOOTBALL  TEAM  UNDEFEATED 


by  Robert  Tedesco 

Sparked  by  a  man-eating  defense, 
the  Wolfpack  rolled  to  its  fourth  vic¬ 
tory  in  as  many  games ,  beating  Xaver- 
ian  27-7.  Latin  scored  a  touchdown  in 
each  quarter,  with  fullback  Tim  Mul- 
vey  scoring  from  the  two,  the  five 
and  the  43,  and  Mark  Michalowski  hit¬ 
ting  Steve  Slade  with  a  26-yard  TD 
pass.  Wayne  Frerichs  added  three 
extra  points.  Xaverian's  only  score 
came  in  the  fourth  quarter  on  a  fake 
field  goal  attempt.  The  defensive 
standouts  included  Wild  Will  Cotter, 
who  recovered  a  fumbled  Xaverian 
pass. 

Latin  opened  the  season  by  beating 
Medford  High  for  the  first  time  in 
five  years.  Michalowski  passed  for 
two  touchdowns,  a  sixteen-yarder  to 
Steve  Slade,  and  another  of  the  same 
length  to  Steve  Wool,  while  Mulvey 
rushed  for  over  100  yards.  With  thir¬ 
ty  seconds  remaining,  Medford  had  the 
ball  on  Latin's  one  yard  line,  but 
a  key  tackle  by  Capt.  Mike  Festa  kept 
the  score  15-14.  The  offensive  line 
of  Dino  Lombardi ,  Peter  McGill ,  Tommy 
Fitzgerald,  Mike  Scipione,  Bill  Nick¬ 
erson,  and  Paul  Lynch  played  an  ex¬ 


cellent  game,  as  they  did  against  ' 
Tech,  where  they  helped  Mulvey  and 
Slade  gain  130  yards  each.  Mulvey 
scored  twice,  andSlade,  Dan  McCarty, 
and  John  Hagan  once  each,  with  Kevin 
Riley  kicking  three  extra  points  to 
make  it  35-0,  Latin.  Steve  Mazzulli 
not  only  played  an  excellent,  defen¬ 
sive  game,  making  many  key  tackles, 
but  also  rushed  for  over  50  yards. 

The  pack  then  rolled  on  to  beat 
Weymouth  South  12-0,  despite  some 
lousy  weather.  Latin's  first  score 
came  late  in  the  second  quarter  when 
Michalowski  hit  Wool  on  a  spectacu¬ 
lar  87  yard  pass  play.  Our  other  score 
came  when  Wool  ran  an  intercepted  pass 
back  for  35  yards.  Cotter  also  ran 
back  an  interception,  but  the  touch¬ 
down  was  called  back  because  of  a 
penalty.  Other  key  defensive  players 
were  John  Duggan,  who  made  eight  un¬ 
assisted  tackles,  Bill  Davis,  Joe  Al¬ 
legro,  Tom  Sullivan,  and  Ed  O'Brien, 
who  batted  down  two  passes,  one  of 
them  into  the  hands  of  middle-guard  * 
Ed  McGrath.  Off  to  their  best  start  ! 
in  many  years,  both  Coach  Costello 
and  the  team  have  high  hopes  for  a 
good  season. 
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